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Training to be a Plumber 
 

Deciding to change career is a hard enough task without 

the complications of choosing which training provider you 

will use. 

 

If you have decided that plumbing is your future, then this 

short information sheet should provide you with the 

guidance you need. For more detailed information please 

request an information pack. Of course our aim is 

hopefully to get you on a PPL course, but this fact sheet 

should prompt you to ask questions of other training 

providers so you get the right course and the right value 

for money wherever you go. 

 

Lets start at the basics - Qualifications 
 

Normally, a 16 or 17 year old signs on for a plumbing 

apprenticeship with their local further education college. 

A key requirement of this apprenticeship is a job 

placement with a local plumbing company. The course is 

normally in two stages NVQ level 2 (takes 2 years) and 

NVQ level 3 (takes 1 year). 

 

During the first and second years the apprentice (not like 

the Alan Sugar one on TV!)  attends college 1 day a week 

or 1 week every 5 weeks. At college he or she completes 

the City & Guilds 6129 Technical Certificate in Plumbing 

at Level 2. While the rest of the time is spent working 

onsite and producing evidence for the City & Guilds 6089 

NVQ at Level 2. 

 

The NVQ 2 in Plumbing comprises of both the 6129 (done 

at college) and the 6089 (proving what is learnt in the 

6129 in the real world). Once both qualifications are 

achieved a full NVQ 2 (National Vocational Qualification) 

is awarded. 

 

After level 2 (after 2 years) most students go onto level 3 

which for the majority involves gas or oil work as well as 

complex plumbing systems. 

 

OK Iõm not 17 what do I do? 
 

Unless you are lucky enough to get a college place and a 

work placement you will have to look at attending a 

training provider, such as PPL. 

 

We offer the 6129 level 2 over an 8 week contact time. 

You can do the 6129 in one block of 8 weeks or split into 

weekly blocks and just come when you want. We do not 

charge extra if it takes longer than 8 weeks to complete. 

 

The 6129 consists of 60 practical assessments on 

plumbing and 12 multiple choice papers. On successful 

completion you will be awarded at City & Guilds 6129 

Technical Certificate at Level 2. 

Ok so Iõve got my 6129 what now? 
 

To complete the NVQ 2 in Plumbing you must complete a 

City & Guilds 6089 NVQ at level 2. This is done onsite 

(while you are working and more importantly earning). It is 

essentially proving the practical and theoretical elements 

of the 6129 (done at PPL) in the real world. So no burning 

the wallpaper and remember to bring your Hoover! The 

6089, done properly, takes 4 - 6 months while working, 

generally with 3 onsite visits from PPL NVQ assessors. 

There are other qualifications that you will need in the 

real world such as a water regulations certificate, 

unvented hot water certificate and some others. At PPL 

we include these free of charge on our 6129 course, 

together with a 2 day Pre-Part P basic electrics course 

and a work placement. Ok enough of the sales pitch, what 

next? 

 

What do I do after the NVQ 2? 
 

You can take your NVQ level 3 to be classed as a fully 

qualified plumber (also includes gas work). In the majority 

of cases for NVQ 3 you will be required to work for a 

CORGI Gas registered company to gain the real world gas 

experience in a properly supervised environment. The 

alternative to gain gas is to take a Bpec Gas Foundation 

course and work with a CORGI Gas engineer. 

 

Some students train in the latest renewable energy 

technologies such as solar hot water, rainwater harvesting 

and ground source heat pumps. This allows them to work 

as a qualified renewable energy engineer in their chosen 

field. 

 

The majority of our plumbing students take their Part P 

domestic electrics qualification to allow them to legally 

carry out electrical work in association with their trade, 

such as electric showers, bathroom lights, etc.  
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Self-employed or employed? 
 

The majority of the people that we have trained work as 

self-employed plumbers, but many choose to gain 

employment while they are building  on their new skill 

base.  

 

We offer a guaranteed work placement on successful 

completion of the 6129 level 2. For more details please 

see the 6129 course page on our website. 

 

Deciding to ôgo it aloneõ is no easy task! We do provide 

you will as much support and advice as we can. We teach 

new business skills and marketing as part of the 6129 

courses and together with a free technical help line and 

online student forum we believe we offer the best post-

course support in the country. 

 

If you want to gain paid employment after the course we 

can help to with a network of plumbing companies 

throughout the UK. Some students prefer to complete the 

6089 whilst working, then take their step to self-

employment afterwards. 

 

What sort of work will I do? 
 

From bathroom installations, kitchens, general 

maintenance work to gas (when qualified) and renewable 

energy technologies such as solar and ground source 

heat pumps - the choice is yours in this varied and in 

demand trade. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Itõs a lot of money, why spend it? 
 

There is no short or cheap route to gaining professional 

training and nationally recognised qualifications.  What 

you are buying is freedom of choice. Being a plumber is 

no easy job. The hours can be long and the work 

physically demanding. But you will have a varied and 

interesting job and for those self-employed, there is the  

opportunity to be your own boss and hopefully, build a 

successful business you can be proud of. 

 

Various funding method are available and their details 

can be found on our funding page on our website. If you 

decide to train you will be investing in your skill base not 

just for now but the rest of you life. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I need to work, can I split the training up? 
 

Yes, our 8 week 6129 courses can be split into weekly 

blocks for no extra charges. After paying your deposit of 

£350 the remaining balance is divided by 8 and you pay 

for each week as you take it. It is just a case of letting us 

know when you want to attend for that week. 

 

We also have 2 weekends a month available for 6129 

assessments should this be more convenient in 

combination or instead of attending weekly. 

 

We will not charge you more if it takes longer than 8 

weeks to complete the 6129, simple as that. 

 

If you are considering taking the 6089 straight after the 

6129 our City & Guilds NVQ 2 (6129 + 6089) Plumbing 

course is better value for money. 

 

Please visit our comprehensive website at: 

 

www.ppltraining.co.uk 

 

for more information or if you would like to request a full 

information pack or call us on 0845 2600 966. 

 

PPL Training Ltd. 

95 James Street 

YORK 

YO10 3WW 

 

Email us at info@ppltraining.co.uk 

 

Call us on 0845 2600 966 or (+44 1904 870470) 

 

Courses mentioned in this fact sheet (click for link) 

 

City & Guilds NVQ 2 in Plumbing 

City & Guilds 6129 with LOGIC 

Bpec Part P Full Scope Electrics 

Bpec Part P Defined Scope Electrics 

Bpec Solar Hot Water 

Bpec Rainwater Harvesting 

 
This fact sheet text, PPL logo and images are Copyright 2008 PPL Training Ltd. 

No unauthorised copying by any means is permitted. 

 Working as a plumber 

Career Development Loans No. 

mailto:info@ppltraining.co.uk?subject=Course%20information%20please
http://www.ppltraining.co.uk/forum/
http://www.ppltraining.co.uk/course_funding_course_fees.html
https://www.ppltraining.co.uk/courses/city-guilds-nvq-2-in-plumbing-course-6129-6089-with-logic-27.htm
https://www.ppltraining.co.uk/training/plumbing-courses-1.htm
https://www.ppltraining.co.uk/brochure_request.html
https://www.ppltraining.co.uk/brochure_request.html
mailto:info@ppltraining.co.uk?subject=Course%20information%20please
http://www.ppltraining.co.uk/courses/city-guilds-nvq-2-in-plumbing-course-6129-6089-with-logic-27.htm
http://www.ppltraining.co.uk/courses/city-guilds-6129-plumbing-course-with-logic-25.htm
http://www.ppltraining.co.uk/courses/bpec-part-p-electrical-course-full-scope-13.htm
http://www.ppltraining.co.uk/courses/bpec-part-p-course-defined-scope-12.htm
http://www.ppltraining.co.uk/courses/bpec-solar-hot-water-installer-course-20.htm
http://www.ppltraining.co.uk/courses/bpec-rainwater-harvesting-course-21.htm
http://www.ppltraining.co.uk/corgi.html
http://www.ppltraining.co.uk/solar_trade_association.html
http://www.ppltraining.co.uk/city_and_guilds.html
http://www.direct.gov.uk/en/EducationAndLearning/AdultLearning/CareerDevelopmentLoans/index.htm
http://www.ppltraining.co.uk/bpec.html
http://www.ppltraining.co.uk/renewable_energy_association.html
http://www.ppltraining.co.uk/logic_certification.html

